Assess the usefulness of Marxist approaches to an understanding of crime and deviance. (in connection to theory). 40 marks

	Paragraph 1. The nature of society according to Marxists
Definition of the Marxist approach
Conflict theory. Society is characterised by competing groups with conflicting interests

Power is held by those who own and control the means of production

Superstructure reflects the relationship between the powerful (bourgeoisie) and the powerless (proletariat)

The state, agencies of social control, law and definitions of deviance reflect the interests of the ruling class

Bourgeoisie exploits the proletariat and is able to keep power partly through its ability to criminalise working class activities. (*through the manipulation of basic values and morality)

	Paragraph 2 The law and ruling class interests
According to Marxists laws are made by the state and represent the interests of the ruling class. 
Chambliss : study of British vagrancy laws illustrates ways in which laws directly linked to interests of ruling class.

Chambliss: vast numbers of laws that relate to the protection of private property. Private property is the cornerstone on which capitalist economies function. Criminal laws reflect this basic concern. Criminal law is therefore not neutral it is an instrument of the ruling class.
Snider (1993) capitalist state reluctant to pass laws which regulate large capitalist concerns and which might threaten their profitability (amphetamines sold by pharmaceutical companies)
Snider: corporate crime does more harm than street crime, which is more usually seen as the real problem. However, penalties low and chances of being caught minimal. (Bhopal, the Guinness affair)



	Paragraph 3 Selective law enforcement
Marxists point to the fact that some types of crime and some groups of people seem to be punished more severely and more often than others. Key factor in determining who gets punished is power in the form of $
Chambliss: crime occurs at all levels in society because capitalism is crimogenic.(capitalist economic system generates crime because it has an effect on social relationships , beliefs and values. Personal gain over public duty = aggression and hostility)

Members of each stratum in society use whatever opportunities they can. WC = street crime and prostitution…higher stratum = business crime
White collar crime dealt with internally

American blacks heavily over represented among those arrested for street crime

Chambliss: prisons in Seattle full of powerless

 

	Paragraph 4 Interactionist perspective

Becker: laws created as a result of campaigns by moral entrepreneurs. Enforcement of laws based on labels attached to people by police and courts. This approach is compatible with Marxism as labelling can be seen in the context of who exercises power in capitalist society. Mention New Criminology of 1970’s and the attempt to join these two perspectives.
Hall et al. ‘Policing the Crisis’ (Neo Marxist) 

Role of police and legal system and media  is to side with the powerful.


	Paragraph 5 Functionalist critique
Functionalists offer different perspective on society and role of crime and law. Law seen as reflecting values held by everyone ensuring stability. Class inequalities as a result of meritocracy not power imbalance and exploitation. Crime is not a result of inequality but of poor socialisation or a weakening of the ‘collective conscience’.


	Paragraph 6: New Left Realism
Marxists place undue emphasis on corporate crime. Crimes that working class most fear is street crime. Victims of crime working class. Marxists see crime as gesture of defiance against unjust capitalist system but this romanticises working class.  Left realists point out that many street criminals, such as drug dealers are enormously rich. It is foolishly romantic to regard all street criminals as desperately poor. It is not the poor robbing the rich but the poor robbing the poorer. Marxists would counter this by saying the public fears street crime more than corporate crime because the media are controlled by capitalists who are keen to condemn and divide the w/c.


	Paragraph 7  Feminist critique
Criminology is ‘malestream’. It reflects male concerns and neglects or misrepresents women in its theories of crime and criminal justice policies. Marxism also ignores patriarchy as a major form of oppression and social inequality.

	Paragraph 8 Conclusion
Marxism offers corrective approach to functionalism with its criticism of the consensus approach. What appears to be a consensus is the result of manipulation of values to create false class consciousness.  It also focuses attention on power inequality and the less visible crimes committed by the powerful

What about laws in interests of ruling class? Doesn’t always fit Some laws and state benefits help the poor more than the powerful, these include safety at work legislation, income tax and social services and consumer protection law. Marxists would argue that by providing laws and services that seem to favour the poor the bourgeosie keep the proletariat in a state of ‘false class consciousness’. The workers feel reasonably treated so are less likely to revolt.


	Critics argue Marxists tend to bend evidence to fit their theory which is hard to prove or disprove and is therefore an unscientific approach.


